Generalized mastocytosis and neurological complications in a 71-year-old patient.
A woman born in 1917 presented with recurrent urticaria since childhood. In the course of her life she developed urticaria pigmentosa, followed by generalized mastocytosis involving the bones, gastro-intestinal tract, and liver. At the age of 71 years neurological symptoms of cranial nerves necessitated hospital admission. Within a month a concomitant conus medullaris syndrome caused sphincter dysfunction and sacral sensory disturbances. No cause or secondary abnormalities were found on myelography, CT and MRI of the brain and the spinal cord, and in the CSF.